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would answer, still soundlessly; and then he would re-
peat his tale in clearer language, with more details, and
perhaps repeat the doubtful passages again and again,
till he was sure the invisible listener would understand.
This doubleness in Hawthorne, this division of himself
into two persons conversing in solitude, explains one
of the paradoxes in his literary character: that he was
one of the loneliest authors who ever wrote, even in this
country of lost souls, while at the same time his style
was that of a social man eager to make himself clear and
intensely conscious of his audience. For him the audi-
ence was always present, because it was part of his own
mind.

Ano.ther paradox is also connected with his solitude
and self-absorption. Hawthorne was reserved to the
point of being secretive about his private life, and yet
he spoke more about himself, with greater honesty, than
any other American of his generation. Not only did he
write prefaces to all his books, in which he explained
his intentions and described his faults more accurately
than any of his critics; not only did he keep journals in
which he recorded his daily activities; but also most of
his stories and even, in great part, his four romances are
full of anguished confessions. One can set side by side
two quotations from his work. In the preface to his
Mosses he said, "So far as I am a man of really individ-
ual attributes I veil my face; nor am I, nor have I ever
been, one of those supremely hospitable people who
serve up their own hearts, delicately fried, with brain
sauce, as a tidbit for their beloved public/' But he also
said at the end of The Scarlet Letter, when drawing a
moral from Mr. Dimmesdale's tragic life, "Be truel Be
truel Show freely to the world, if not your worst, yet
some trait whereby the worst may be inferred." Divided
between his two impulses, toward secrecy and toward
complete self-revelation, he achieved a sort of com-
promise: he revealed himself, but usually under a veil
of allegory and symbol.